
Taking Cub Scouts 
Fishing!

Outdoor Ethics & Conservation Roundtable

May 13, 2026



Agenda

● Welcome and opening

● Safety moment

● Taking Cub Scouts Fishing!

● Announcements

● Closing

● Open discussion

Paul Schimke, National Capitol 

Area Council
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Pledge

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the 

Republic for which it stands, one 

Nation under God, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all.
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Scout Oath

On my honor I will do my best

to do my duty to God and my country

and to obey the Scout Law;

to help other people at all times;

to keep myself physically strong, 

mentally awake, and morally straight.
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Scout Law

A Scout is:

Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, 

Friendly, Courteous, Kind, 

Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, 

Brave, Clean, Reverent.
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Outdoor Code

As an American, I will do my best to –

Be clean in my outdoor manners.

Be careful with fire.

Be considerate in the outdoors.

Be conservation minded.
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Fishing Safety

Michelle Bierstedt, Sioux Council
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John Kinney, Twin Rivers Council



Safety Moment

FISHING SAFETY



Always use the buddy system.

Let others know where you are fishing and when you will 
meet or return.

Dress appropriately for the weather.

Be observant to ensure that no one is in harm’s way while 
you are casting.

Watch for steep inclines at the water’s edge and for rocks 
and stumps while wading.

If someone is hooked, all parties must stop and not move. 
Remove the hook only if it is on the surface of the skin or 
on the clothing; otherwise, seek help for proper hook 
removal.

Safety glasses or sunglasses are highly recommended.

A large-brim hat is advisable to prevent 
overheating, reduce glare, and fend off any stray hooks 
coming your way.

Stay Safe While Fishing
Be sure to have ample drinking water to avoid 
dehydration.

Review the standard safety procedures concerning cuts, 
scratches, and other wounds.

Understand that hypothermia can be a risk even during 
the summer months, and be sure you know how to 
prevent and treat heat exhaustion and heatstroke.

A fishing rod can become a lightning rod. During 
thunderstorms, set your rod down until the weather 
clears.



Leave No Trace Fishing
According to the US Forest Service, 
monofilament fishing line takes 500 years to 
photodegrade. Fishing line can be an 
entanglement hazard to both wildlife and 
people swimming or spending time on the 
shoreline.

For more tips on Leave No Trace Fishing: https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/LNT_Fishing.pdf



Taking Cub Scouts Fishing!

Pastor Scott Johnston, Shenandoah Council 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdZw31C0svw
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYOlgd68sCY
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_TB9C6-vi4
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Announcements

Suse Bell, Northern New Jersey Council
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2027 Outdoor Ethics & Conservation Conference 
● Dates & Cost: 

○ $280 for the main Conference: February 18 - 21, 2027 

○ $375 for the Conference + Pre - Conference Workshops: February 

15 - 21, 2027

● Location & Travel: 

○ Sea Base, Islamorada, Florida

○ $110 round - trip shuttle to Miami, Key West, or Fort Lauderdale 

airports

○ Lodging in bunk rooms at Sea Base or local hotels (on your own)

● Program features include:

○ Sunset cruise on February 18

○ Tour of Brinton Environmental Center and keynote address on 

coral reef restoration efforts 

○ Optional evening field trip to Key West
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Leave No Trace Level 2 Instructor Courses
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Dates Council Camp Course Info
Field

Experience

2026

May 16-22
National 

Council
Summit Bechtel Reserve Info/Registration Non-Trek

August 9-14
National 

Council

Northern Tier High 

Adventure Base, Ely, MN

Flyer

Info/Registration

Contact: Mark Hammer

Canoeing

Sept 25-30
National 

Council

Philmont Scout Ranch, 

Cimarron, New Mexico
Information/Registration Backpacking

Oct 18-23
National 

Council
Summit Bechtel Reserve Info/Registration Non-Trek

https://scouting-oec.org/training/Level2Courses.php

https://www.summitbsa.org/
https://www.summitbsa.org/training/lntcourse/
https://www.ntier.org/
https://www.ntier.org/
https://scouting-oec.org/courses/2026/NTier_LNT_I2_Aug26.pdf
https://www.ntier.org/training/
mailto:meh@LPBroadband.net
https://philmontscoutranch.org/
https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/treks/secondseasonprograms/leavenotrace/
https://www.summitbsa.org/
https://www.summitbsa.org/training/lntcourse/


SCHOLARSHIPS Available

Partial course scholarships are available for scouters 

needing financial assistance in order to attend a 

Scouting America Leave No Trace Level 2 Instructor 

Course. Please see our Dan Howells Scholarship 

webpage for more information.

The Dan Howells Memorial Fund was established to 

honor the memory of this passionate leader and his 

lifelong commitment to Leave No Trace and Scouting.

Thanks to the Howells family and Leave No Trace for 

creating this wonderful way for us to honor Dan's 

legacy.
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https://scouting-oec.org/scholarship/


Scouting for Clean Waterways
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https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2026/03/27/scouting-prepares-

for-season-2-of-clean-waterways-heres-how-you-can-participate/



Please send in your photos 

of Outdoor Ethics 

education, Conservation 

projects, or great nature 

photos you’ve taken!

roundtable@scouting - oec.org

Paul Schimke, National Capitol Area Council
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Your feedback is a gift! 
Was this roundtable helpful?

What would you like to see 

covered in future roundtables?

roundtable@scouting - oec.org
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Recordings of Outdoor Ethics & Conservation 

roundtables are posted at 

https://scouting-oec.org/roundtable
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Desert
By Josephine Miles

When with the skin you do acknowledge drought,

The dry in the voice, the lightness of feet, the fine

Flake of the heat at every level line;

When with the hand you learn to touch without

Surprise the spine for the leaf, the prickled petal,

The stone scorched in the shine, and the wood 

brittle;

Then where the pipe drips and the fronds sprout

And the foot-square forest of clover blooms in 

sand,

You will lean and watch, but never touch with 

your hand.

September 1934

Desert Blooms, 
April 2026, 
Phoenix, AZ

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/josephine-miles


Thank you for attending.

See you in August!
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