Antlers/Soil: Antlers and animal bones provide calcium and other nutrients for rodents and other small mammals. They gnaw on the antlers and bones for additional nourishment and further the decaying process. Anything left over is recycled back into the soil. 

Wildflowers/Bees: When flowers finish blooming they go to seed to reproduce. The flower has to be there in order to go to seed. If one is picked or trampled, the seeds won’t spread and the flower will have a harder time reproducing. Also, insects such as bees use the nectar of flowers to survive. Without flowering plants there wouldn’t be any bees. There are also a variety of edible flowers and plants for animals to feed upon. 

Shells/Crabs: Shells provide homes for crabs and other shoreline critters. When a crab increases in size it moves on to a larger home. Empty shells also serve as decoy shells, to give crabs an advantage when birds are hunting. 

Arrowhead/Archeologist: Artifacts are irreplaceable and are heirlooms of cultures. Archeological and historical artifacts are reminders of rich human history of the landscape and belong to all people for all time. Structures, dwellings and artifacts on public lands are protected by the Archaeological Resource Protection Act and National Historic Preservation Act and should not be disturbed. These include seemingly insignificant arrowheads, pottery and logging or railroad equipment from 50 or more years ago. It is illegal to excavate, disturb or remove these resources from any public lands. Observe, but do not take. 

Feather/Birds: A feather may seem like an insignificant object in nature, but everything counts. Some feathers are collected by birds and woven into their nests to provide warmth for their chicks. Also, collection of songbird and raptor feathers is illegal in some areas. 

Pine Cones/Seeds: Pine cones supply seeds for birds to feed upon and add nutrients to the soil layer after decomposition. These seeds also help coniferous trees reproduce. 

Nuts and Acorns/Rodents: Birds and squirrels feed on a variety of nuts. Acorns left on the ground are free food and protein for animals to eat or store for the winter. Acorns also sprout to grow new oak trees, continuing forest health and composition. 

Garbage/Pick it up!: Garbage is the exception to the rule, this is one thing that can be collected when found. Litter is unsightly, pick it up and dispose of it properly. Different types of litter can affect animal behavior. If a bear keeps finding smelly wrappers or food scraps outdoors, they will be more prone to raiding garbage. Remember - a fed bear is a dead bear.
