Leave No Trace Station #4
Course Requirements:  Each station will be allotted 15 minutes.  
Teach the principles using the activities below and the attached background information.
Station#4

LEAVE NO TRACE-#4. Leave What You Find

· Preserve the past: examine, but do not touch, cultural or historic structures and artifacts. 

· Leave rocks, plants and other natural objects as you find them. 

· Avoid introducing or transporting non-native species. 

· Do not build structures, furniture, or dig trenches. 

TREAD LIGHTLY-#4. Avoid Sensitive Areas on land such as meadows, lakeshores, wetlands and streams. Stay on designated routes. This protects wildlife habitats and sensitive soils from damage. Don’t disturb historical, archeological or paleontological sites. On water, avoid operating your watercraft in shallow waters or near shorelines at high speeds.
Objective: Help participants realize the importance to leave what they find for others.  

Divide into 3 smaller groups

Activity 1:  Divide into two smaller groups.  Two puzzles are provided (nature scenes are suggested and puzzles with 25-50 pieces).  Remove a piece or two from each puzzle and switch a couple of pieces from one puzzle with the other.   Place each puzzle in a separate natural setting (on ground). The participants will quickly realize that they cannot complete their puzzle, opening a discussion about the problem of moving or removing artifacts or specimens from nature.

Items Needed:

Two Puzzles (Provided by District)
Activity 2:

Group waits: they are given a chance to "dig in" to a large basket of a variety of candy bars and other treats.  They are told they can eat as much as they wanted but please make sure that all the candy wrappers are put back into the large basket with all the other candy. While they wait in this area, have a discussion about what they have already learned and briefly talk about what Principle #4 is about.  (review background information)
After a few minutes talk about all the candy in the bucket, and why they couldn't find any of some of their "favorite" candy, only wrappers.  It becomes clear that at one time there had been lots of "their favorite", but it was now gone.

At the end, before each group departure from this station, all three groups reassembled at the starting place to briefly review what they had learned, and reemphasize the need to "Leave what you find! And Avoid sensitive areas.

Items Needed:

Covered, plastic bucket with a variety and supply of candy.  Cover the bucket till groups #1 and #2 depart.  (Provided by District)

Activity 3: What to take and what to leave.

Arrange items along a short trail.  Escort group away from the central area to a wildlife area where they observed animal tracks, scat, pictures of animals and other specimens (grasses, plants, leaves, etc.) commonly found in their area.  A brief discussion between the guide and the participants along the way, explaining the why and how of caring and preserving things observed in nature both for themselves and those that come after them.
Items Needed:  (District will provide)
Arrowheads

 pot shards

 pottery

 jewelry

 coins

 petrified wood

 sea shells

 driftwood
antlers

feathers

animal tracks

pine cones

acorns

candy wrappers

plastic bottles

glass bottles

tent stake

plastic six pack holder

garbage sack

fossils

petroglyph

bullet shell

flowers

plastic animals

soda can

