

 (
BE CONSIDERATE OF OTHER VISITORS
)



Respect is a simple concept: if you offer respect, you are more likely to receive it.  Choose to act in ways that reduce the potential for crowding, conflicts, and noise. 


Visitation to protected areas will continue to grow as surrounding lands are developed and human populations expand. Our protected areas will be subject to increasing visitation and levels of crowding, particularly at popular attraction features and destinations. Recent decades have also seen a dramatic expansion in the diversity of recreation activities that visitors pursue in protected areas, including fast-moving wheeled and motorized activities that can be the source of additional conflict between recreationists. It’s becoming increasingly important for visitors to share trails and recreation areas and adopt practices that will sustain and improve the quality of everyone’s outdoor experiences. There is simply not enough space for every type of enthusiast to have exclusive use of trails, picnic areas, rivers, or campgrounds. 

The subject of outdoor “etiquette” is often neglected. We’re reluctant to examine our personal behaviors, least of all when recreating in the outdoors, where a sense of freedom is often paramount. Scientists suggest that it begins with our expanding diversity of recreational motives: some visitors are intent on improving their outdoor skills, others seek to escape their daily routines and/or find solitude, while others seek enjoyable outdoor adventures with family or friends.  A canoeist or rock climber focused on improving their skills may achieve a high quality experience in spite of limited crowding or conflict with others.  In contrast, a hiker or bird watcher’s outdoor experience may be significantly degraded by encountering too many other visitors or any motorized activity. 

RESPECT OTHER VISITORS AND PROTECT THE QUALITY OF THEIR EXPERIENCE 

Our public lands must accommodate a wide range of recreational activities and levels of visitation. During your outdoor visits, accept the need for sharing public lands with other visitors, including those unlike yourself. Plan your trip carefully to guide your group to an area where you can achieve a high quality experience while promoting equally high quality experiences for other visitors that you encounter. Explore websites, ask knowledgeable friends, and contact land managers for information needed to plan a successful trip. Consider the types and amounts of use you are likely to encounter in different areas at different times and plan your visit accordingly. A few “presumptions” may help to reduce the potential for crowding and conflicts with others: 
· Presume that other visitors prefer to see or hear few other visitors. However, recognize that motives vary by environmental setting, activity, and type of visitor. If practical, plan your trip to avoid popular attraction features or trails during periods of high use. In backcountry or wilderness settings, choose a campsite that is out of sight of other visitors when possible or appropriate to do so. Visit with a smaller group size or camp away from other sites. Refrain from yelling, loud talking, or other noises that may disturb nearby visitors, particularly in the evenings and at night. 
· Presume that your chosen outdoor activity may conflict with the activity of some other groups of recreationists.  Plan your activity to avoid areas where such conflicts may arise. Check for and follow land management type of use regulations or suggestions. For example, horse or mountain bike riding may be restricted or recommended for certain trails, or motorized uses may be limited to certain areas. 
· Presume that the motives and elements of a high quality outdoor experience for other visitors are different from your own. Pay attention to the visitors that you encounter and make an effort to discern how the activity and behavior of your group may be affecting the quality of their experience. When in doubt, ask them. To the extent possible, alter your group’s activity and behavior accordingly, and/or alter where or when you go on future trips. 

Choose to maintain a cooperative spirit during your outdoor activities. Our interactions should reflect the knowledge that we can and do rely on each other when mishaps occur.  More often than not, our experiences ultimately depend on our treatment of others and their attitudes toward us. Although our motivations and sense of adventure vary, there’s always room on the trail for people with open minds and generous hearts. 

Share the Trail. The little things are often the most important. Simple courtesies such as offering a friendly greeting on the trail, using earth-toned clothing and gear to blend in with the scenery, allowing others to pass, or preserving the natural quiet, all make a difference. When taking a break, don’t block the trail, continue until you find a good durable off-trail surface area large enough for your group.

Groups leading or riding livestock have the right-of-way on trails. Hikers and bicyclists should move to the downhill side and stop. Some horses spook easily when encountering dogs, small children, and people on bicycles or wearing large backpacks, so greet and talk to riders as they approach to let horses know you’re human. When encountering others on the trail yield to uphill traffic, slow down (be prepared to stop if necessary), greet them to announce your presence, and pass on the left in a safe and friendly manner.  Avoid widening the trail by staying on it, or look for a durable surface to pass or step off on. If you use earphones, keep the volume low or wear them in one ear so you can hear other trail users when they are attempting to pass you. When on bikes, stay in control and slow down on blind corners and when approaching others. 

Respect Private Property and Native People. Private land is not open to public use without the landowner’s permission. It is your responsibility to know whether land is private or public. Private land boundaries may not be clearly marked with signs or fenced. If granted permission to use private land, preserve that opportunity for future visitors by taking extra precautions to leave no trace of your visit. Be friendly and courteous to the owner and be sure to thank them for letting you enjoy their property. 

Local ranchers often have grazing or agricultural permits on public lands. Respect these uses by always leaving gates as you find them, open or closed, and by not disturbing livestock, crops, or the equipment of loggers, miners, outfitters, or others. 

Likewise, show your respect to native peoples whose communities and seasonal camps support a subsistence lifestyle. Be friendly, unobtrusive, and self-sufficient. Take note of tribal land boundaries, ask permission to cross their lands, and obey special laws and restrictions. Respect voluntary closures of public lands for Native American religious ceremonies.

Manage Your Pet.  When visiting parks or forests, check with the local land managers for regulations or guidance on bringing pets with you, some areas prohibit them while most others require leashes. Show respect for other persons and wildlife by keeping your pet under physical restraint, or better yet, consider leaving your pet at home. If you do bring your dog on a hike, use a leash at all times and shorten it when encountering or passing others. Recognize that some people are frightened by dogs and that horses and dogs don’t mix well. Follow guidance in “Dispose of Waste Properly” regarding the safe disposal of pet wastes. 

Dogs and cats are domesticated predators that have natural prey chasing and killing instincts. At home, or in parks and forests, they have the potential to harm wildlife. In some states, law enforcement officers may legally kill dogs found running at-large or chasing, injuring, or killing wildlife or livestock. Off-leash dogs are also easily lost in large parks and forests.  They also may be stolen, injured by wildlife, vehicles, or horses, or have nasty encounters with porcupines, skunks, or leg-hold traps. Even well behaved dogs can pester fellow hikers and campers, eat their unattended food, or scare children. 

Cats present different, but equally significant problems. Studies estimate that domestic cats in the U.S. kill hundreds of millions of birds and more than a billion small mammals each year. In one study, a well-fed cat killed at least 60 birds and 1,600 small mammals in an 18-month period. Feeding, declawing, and putting bells on cats have been shown to provide little deterrence, keeping them indoors is the only effective option. Both dogs and cats can transmit diseases or parasites to wildlife, often through their feces. 

Let Nature’s Sounds Prevail.  Natural sounds, like the bugling of an elk in the mountains, can have a powerful effect on us and make visiting the outdoors a unique experience. However, human-related noise can intrude upon and easily overcome natural sounds. The discharge of firearms can be heard for miles, and car alarms, barking dogs, and vehicle engines, particularly motorcycles, almost as far. Car and portable music systems are also common forms of “noise pollution” in parks and forests. Minimize your “noise footprint,” especially at night and in remote areas. Keep your voice low and encourage others to do the same, keep dogs quiet, and wear headphones to listen to music. Car campgrounds are particularly challenging due to the higher density of camping. Take extra care to minimize the unwanted sounds from electric generators, noisy campfire activity and late-night conversations, slamming vehicle and restroom doors, and vehicle engines or alarms. Remember to tune in to the sounds of nature!

While many outdoor recreationists carry cell phones for safety and emergencies, recognize that other visitors object to seeing and hearing your phone conversations in outdoor settings. Be considerate of other visitors by carrying and using cell phones discreetly, out-of-sight and sound of other people. Keep them turned off until needed or left in a pocket on the “vibrate” or “silent” ringer setting. 

Similarly, avoid the use of radios, electronic games, and other intrusive devices. To some, technology is a necessity even in outdoor settings. To others, it is inappropriate. Avoid conflicts by making a conscious effort to be discreet in the use of technology when involved in outdoor activities. 
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