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2016 BSA Outdoor Ethics National Conference
Name:  Keith Abraham
Home Base:  Orem, UT

Some things you should know about me:  I have been married to my beautiful wife Michol for 20 years and between yours, mine, and ours we have 5 sons and 1 daughter ranging in age from 14 to 40.  My wife is a 911-dispatch supervisor and I am so proud of her ability to keep calm in stressful situations, she is that calm voice on the other end of the phone line in the middle of the night.  She has almost unlimited patience and is a big supporter of Scouting.  She reminds me of my OA promise of cheerful service, and the benefits of planning ahead and preparing more often than I would like to hear, but I love her for it.  I could write a book about my children but we have Eagle Scouts, return LDS missionaries, and others that are like me, not sure what they want to be when they grow up.  (
Vital Statistics:  I was born and raised in San Diego, CA, have lived in Idaho and Texas for a while, and have spent the last 20 years in Utah.  I have experienced a wide variety of ecosystems during my adventures and a few of the more memorable trips include climbing Mt. Whitney (14k+ elevation) in CA when I was 12 wearing a pair of Converse high top tennis shoes, and viewing my first clear cut outside of McCall, ID when I was 19.  The clear cut seemed to go on forever.

  While growing up my family spent quite a bit of time camping in the Sierras, Sequoias, and mountains outside of San Diego.   I don’t remember there ever being a question as to whether or not we would leave things better than we found it, it was how I was raised, not optional.  For some reason or another this ethic is absent in some people today and it provides never-ending opportunities to help people examine and refine their outdoor ethic.
History with BSA and Leave No Trace: I have been the Outdoor Ethics Advocate for the Utah National Parks Council for the last 13 years and Area 2-W Outdoor Ethics Advocate for the last 3 years.  I have lead over 30 LNT Trainer courses, lead 6 LNT Master courses with multiple sub-courses, and been on staff of many more Trainer and Master courses.  I have also earned the Hornaday Gold Badge.
  In 1999 I was thrust into the middle of a serious, and confirmed by National BSA, situation where the Scouts of the Utah National Parks Council were within 2 weeks of being disinvited from the managed lands of Utah due to numerous instances of abusing the land.  Several local land mangers teamed with the Council to bring in LNT to the Scouting community as a means to foster a better sense of stewardship to the land.  Many valiant leaders have continued to carry the LNT “torch” and over the years the entire state of Utah has bonded together as one team.
Involvement with BSA:  I took my Leave No Trace (LNT) Master Educator’s course from NOLS in 2000 on a white water rafting trip on the Green River in Utah.  I completed my Master Educator Instructor course at Philmont just a few years later with course instructors Dara Johnson from the AMC, Ben Lawhon from LNT Inc., and the great Dave Bates from the BSA who championed the LNT cause at the professional level.  
I have served within the OA since 1999 and participated in ArrowCorps5 in 2008 at Manti LaSal where we killed lots and lots, but not enough, of the Tamarisk / Salt Cedar bush, served as Associate Lodge Advisor over Leave No Trace, and have earned my Vigil honor and Silver Beaver. 

Other Outdoor Activities and Interests:  
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