LEAVE   NO   TRACE

Camp Xxxxxx, BSA is a high-use campground.
The Leave No Trace* practices used here are not identical to the low-impact practices used in a pristine (seldom-visited) wilderness site.

1)  Plan Ahead and Prepare.

· Review all camp policies prior to coming to camp.  

· Make sure your tents and gear are all appropriate distances away from latrines, water, etc.
2)  Camp and Travel on Durable Surfaces.

· Concentrate activities in the impacted area where the soil is already compacted and the vegetation sparse.  Try not to make the campsite bigger than it already is.

· Use the established trails that are in camp.  Do not create any new trails.  Do not use unwanted trails made by previous campers.
3)  Dispose of Waste Properly (Pack It In, Pack It Out).

· Do not bury any trash.  Use designated trash and recyclable containers.
· Avoid trying to burn trash.  All of the unburnt bits and pieces will have to be picked out afterwards.
· Strain dishwater before scattering it at least 200 feet from the campsite, trails, and shoreline.

· Police the campsite before departure, picking up all trash that is in and around the campsite.  Trash is to be bagged and either placed in the dumpster near the dining hall, or hauled out of camp by the unit.
4)  Leave What You Find.

· Avoid altering a campsite; do not pull up plants to set up tents.

· Do not dig trenches around tents.

· Do not cut into any standing tree (alive or dead) without first obtaining permission from the camp ranger or camp master.

· Do not pick wildflowers or disturb natural settings.  Take only pictures.
· Take apart all camp projects before departure and return all branches, logs, and spars to where they came.

· If branches and leaves were moved to set up a tent, put them back after the tent is taken down.  
5)  Minimize Campfire Use and Impact. 

· Ground fires may only be built in established fire rings.  Do not move or create new fire rings.
· For firewood, gather sticks from the ground; don’t pull branches off dead or downed trees.  Check with the camp ranger or camp master for designated wood piles for campfires.
· Scatter only ashes (white/grey powder) well away from the campsite.  Do not scatter charred wood; leave it piled near the fire ring to be burned in future fires.
6)  Respect Wildlife.

· Never give wildlife a handout.  It affects their food gathering behavior which can impact future campsite users and the animals’ self-sufficiency.

· Food when not in use should be secured, especially at night.  Likewise, all garbage should be bagged and secured.
· Do not keep food or items that smell like food in tents.  Even if animals can not get to it, the animals may damage things trying to get to it.

7)  Respect Others.

· Do not enter the campsites of others without permission.  All established trails go around the campsites.  Please use the established trails.

· Portable radios and other music devises should be left at home.  If brought, they should not be heard outside of the campsite.

· Taps is at 10:30 PM.  Please respect the sleeping rights of others.

* The Boy Scouts of America consider every campsite to be a Leave No Trace campsite.  After leaving a campsite, if someone can tell that you’ve been there, you’ve left a trace.

