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Concern for 
Wildlife circa 1897

“The wildlife of today is not ours to do 
with as we please. The original stock 
was given to us in trust for the benefit 
both of the present and the future we 
must render an accounting of this trust 
to those who come after us.” 

Theodore Roosevelt



Boone and Crockett Club
Dec 21, 1887

Theodore Roosevelt
George Bird Grinnell

(Gifford Pinchot –Aldo Leopold)

Advocates fair chase hunting in 
support of habitat conservation.

Sierra Club
May 28, 1892

John Muir

To explore, enjoy, and protect the 
wild places of the earth.
To practice and promote the 
responsible use of the earth's 
ecosystems and resources. 

Conservation vs. Preservation



Early Scout Leaders: Camping 
and Outdoors

Ernest Thompson 
Seton

Edgar M. 
Robinson

William D. 
Pratt
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Murray
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David 
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Scouting

And

Conservation

Lina & Adelia Beard
1897

(Camp Fire Girls)

Dan Beard
1882

1st Scout Commissioner

Ernest Thompson Seton
1902

1st Chief Scout



Conservation Pledge
The pledge was chosen in a 1946 contest with 
western novelist L.L. Foreman receiving $3000 
for the winning entry. The second place prize of 
$1000 went to biologist Rachel Carson who 
would years later write Silent Spring.

The pledge was written to remind 
readers of Outdoor Life magazine and 
other sportsmen of the vigilance needed 
to preserve the natural world.



“Forward on Liberty’s Team”
• Collected aluminum, wastepaper, and salvage 
• Collected 30 million pounds of rubber
• 20,000 Scouts made Victory Gardens

Scouts BSA in the 50’s

President Eisenhower asked for more help !



Green Bar Bill announced the 
National Conservation Good Turn

"The Kick-Off Activity during the week of March 21-27 will be 
the publicizing of the OUTDOOR CODE for Americans -- 
developed by the Boy Scouts of America, and promoted by 
all of us -- by you and me."



National Conservation Good Turn
•Published in Boys’ Life
•Revised 5th Edition Handbook For Boys



Boy Scouts in the 60’s
The 60’s themes were targeting the Urban Scouts.

6th and 7th Editions – Not much change

William Hillcourt “Green Bar Bill” Retires in 1965

Scouting more involved 
with social issues:

• child health
• low-cost housing 
• literacy 
• food production 
• job skills training 
• drug abuse prevention 

life skills training
• peace education



Boy Scouts in the 70’s
Outdoor skills deemphasized

Continued Focus on Urban Scouts

BSA Theme 1970-76  SOAR - Save Our American Resources

Reduce – Reuse- Recycle

8th edition -The most radical change in 
Handbook content.

•De-emphasized camping, making outdoor skills optional in 
lower three ranks

•Eliminated outdoor merit badges from the required list for 
higher three ranks

•Eagle list dropped Camping, Cooking, Nature, Swimming, 
Lifesaving.



Nation in Environmental Crisis in the 70’s & 80’s

1969 - Oil Spill at Santa Barbara
1975 – “Save Mono Lake”
1979 - Three Mile Island
1983 - Karen Silkwood
1984 - Bhopal
1989 - Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

Earth Day
Gaylord Nelson

April 22, 1970

“Why not have a nationwide teach-in on the environment?”



National Audubon Society v. Superior Court (1983)
[S.F. No. 24368. Supreme Court of California. February 17, 1983.]
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY et al., Petitioners, v. THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF ALPINE COUNTY, Respondent; DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER 
OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES et al., Real Parties in Interest

The Doctrine of Public Trust
California Supreme Court Decision (1983)

“The state has a "duty" to protect the 
public's "common heritage of streams, 
lakes, marshlands, and tidelands."

“The Mono Lake Decision”



BSA Theme - “All Out For Scouting”
“Take the outing out of Scouting and all you have is “SC"

William Hillcourt 
“Green Bar Bill” 

Came out of retirement and 
donated a year of his life to 
write the 9th Edition, which 
represented a return to the 
traditional Scouting program

9th Edition

Boy Scouts in the 90’s



Boy Scouts in the 90’s

The 10th Edition 
represents a Scouting 
program very similar 
to the program in use 
before 1972. 

The 11th Edition is a 
logical continuation of the 
10th Edition.
It adds a little information 
about BSA's new "Leave 
No Trace" (low impact 
camping) outdoor ethic.



• Expose 70 prominent environmental scientists to 
intelligence collection capabilities and archives.

• To test the applicability of these to environmental issues.
• The ETF completed its interim report in May 1993.

Environmental Issues on the National Stage
Vice President Al Gore 

Chartered
Director of Central Intelligence

To establish an
Environmental Task Force



1995 – Bill & Karen Nay became 
Father & Mother Nayture at 
Camp Airy teaching the 
Nature Merit Badge.

I am Going To Work My Ticket
• Attend 1995 World Jamboree (Global Development Village)

• Attend 1995 National Camp School (Ecology/Conservation)

• Establish Science-Energy-Environment - 
Conservation (SEEC) at Camp Airy

Yes, Bill Nay is Teaching Bill Nye, the Science Guy



• The elk antlers - The great outdoors and the 
conservation of wildlife.

• The 13 points on the antlers - The 12 points 
of the Scout Law and the duty to God.

• The red outer circle - the aquatic program
• The teepee - the tent, the shelter a camper 

sets up. The three teepee poles - the three 
fingers of the Scout sign.

• The green inner circle - the green of all 
growing things in the out-of-doors.

• Though you can't see him through the 
teepee door -there is a scout in the teepee 
looking for the great adventure of camping.

BSA National Camping School



 "Unless someone like you 
cares a whole awful lot, nothing 
is going to get better. It's not". 

Father Nayture Brings the Lorax to NCS



Order of the Arrow
• 2008 – ArrowCorps with the US Forest Service
• 2009 - OA added Conservation and Stewardship to purpose

NOAC 2009 Conference- Theme ”Power Of One”
Approximately 7,200 Arrowmen

Introduced the new OA Mission and Purpose

To promote Scout camping, which 
reaches its greatest effectiveness as 
a part of the unit’s camping program  
both year-round and in the summer 
camp, as directed by the camping 
committee of the council.

Promote camping, responsible 
outdoor adventure, and 
environmental stewardship as 
essential components of every 
Scout’s experience, in the unit, and 
year-round, and in summer camp.

2006-08 Printing 2009 Printings



Order of the Arrow
• 2015 NOAC – LNT Classes
• 2015 – Orca Lodge implements 

the new Purpose.

Julie Seton meets Father 
Nayture at 2015 NOAC

2015 - Redwood Empire Council Orca 
Lodge wins the Western Region 
Innovation Award for bringing Outdoor 
Ethics to the Scouts



Conservation Handbook -1991

Written by Robert Birkby, who also wrote 
three editions of the Boy Scout Handbook 
and two editions of the Fieldbook



Scout Fieldbook
The 5th Edition by Robert Birkby

Brought the Outdoor Code up Front and Center



Scouts BSA in the 21st Century

12 Edition
2nd Class
Discuss  "Leave No Trace"
1st Class
Demonstrate Leave No Trace.

13th Edition
Tenderfoot
Tell how you practiced Outdoor 
Code 
2nd Class
Explain and practice Leave No 
Trace
1st Class
Explain and practice Tread Lightly



Scouts BSA in the 21st Century
Added Leadership Positions

Adult Leader
Council Outdoor Ethics Advocate

New Youth Leadership Positions

Leave No Trace Trainer (obsolete)

Outdoor Ethics Guide



Ex-Scout leaders charged for toppling ancient Utah rock
Michael Winter, USA TODAY 9:47 p.m. EST January 31, 2014
Ex-Boy Scouts leaders said their action, posted to YouTube, was intended 
to protect kids.

Goblin Valley State Park

LNT Master Educator Course 
was conducted in response to the concerns.

Scouts BSA in the 21st Century





Mono Lake - 2007

Ruins of the Nay 
Ranch Boat Dock 
circa 1898

Working on my closing thoughts



BSA Leave No Trace Task Force established 
the following goals:
● One or more Leave No Trace Master Educators in every local

council
●

● One or more Leave No Trace Trainers in every district.



2009 - The National Goals for Leave No Trace

The BSA Leave No Trace Task Force has established the following National Goals:
• One or more Master Educators in each local council
• One or more Trainers in each district
• An Outdoor Ethics Advocate in each local council
The following graphic shows progress toward the goals:

Key:
Green = Both Master Educator / Outdoor Ethics Advocate
Yellow = At least one Master Educator, no Advocate
White = Neither a Master Educator or Outdoor Ethics Advocate



2014 - The National Goals for Leave No Trace

The BSA Leave No Trace Task Force has established the following National Goals:
• One or more Master Educators in each local council
• One or more Trainers in each district
• An Outdoor Ethics Advocate in each local council
The following graphic shows progress toward the goals:

Key:
Green = Both Master Educator / Outdoor Ethics Advocate
Yellow = At least one Master Educator, no Advocate
White = Neither a Master Educator or Outdoor Ethics Advocate







http://www.usscouts.org/advance/changes/advchanges.asp

https://www.scouting.org/outdoor-programs/outdoor-ethics/

https://www.outdoorethics-bsa.org/OutdoorCode.php#:~:text=The%20Outdoor%20
Code%20first%20appeared%20in%20Boys%27%20Life,of%20the%20importance
%20of%20caring%20for%20natural%20resources.

https://www.troop97.net/bshb_ed1.htm

https://www.troop97.net/bsfb1.htm#:~:text=The%20BSA%20produced%20forerunn
ers%20to%20the%20Fieldbook%20as,finally%20produced%20the%20first%20offi
cial%20Fieldbook%20in%201944
 
https://oa-bsa.org/history/oa-handbooks

https://www.earth.com/news/boy-scouts-conservation

https://openai.com/chatgpt/

Here are a few of the links where we gathered 
information for this presentation.

http://www.usscouts.org/advance/changes/advchanges.asp
https://www.scouting.org/outdoor-programs/outdoor-ethics/
https://www.troop97.net/bshb_ed1.htm
https://oa-bsa.org/history/oa-handbooks


1995 World Jamboree - Netherlands - Global Development Village Staff



LNT Master Educator Course - Philmont - 2008



2010 National Jamboree - Outdoor Ethics Staff



2015 Regional Scotiajamb 
Halifax, Nova Scotia



2015 - Visit to the India National Scout Office



Stephen D. Bechtel Jr. (1925-2021) Distinguished Eagle Scout







Commissioner
Scouts Canada

Commissioner
Scouts India

Commissioner
Scouts BSA

Father Nayture spreading the word in 2015




